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miTED  STviTES  DEPART^/iENT  OF  AGRI CULTU.RS^ 
Production  and  Markoting  Administration  v 
•Washington-,  D,  -C. 


.  January,  194^1 -.yi*' 

States  of  Origin  for  Estimated  Major  Movements  of 
Fresh  Fruits  and  Vegetables  Durihg  the  Month.of  February,  1947     ..  ■ 

Estimates  indicate  that  there  vdll  be  an  increased  demand  for  refrigerator 
cars  during  the  latter  part  of  this  month  and  the  remainder  of  the  winter.  The 
loading  of  citrus,  vegetables  and  seed  potatoes,  and  canned  goods  mil  be  par- 
ticularly heavy  and  other  perishable  commodities  are  expected  to  move  in  volume. 

During  the  first  two  weeks  in  December,  there  was  a  general  shortage  of 
refrigerator  cars  ®n  the  west  coast  which  was  temporarily  overcome  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  due  'to  the  improvement  in  the  movement  of  empties  from  the 
East  and  lighter  loadings  during  the  holiday  season. 

None  of  the  loading  territories  now  have  comfortable  car  supplies,  and  if 
heavy  loading  is  to  be  protected  currently,  it  will  be  necessary  that  refrigera- 
tor cars  be  given  prompt  handling  by  shippers,  receivers  and  carriers. 

According  te  the  BAEj  the  prospective  supply  of  commercial  vegetables  from 
the  vanter  growing  States  is  only  3  percent  under  the  high  level  of  last  year 
and  the  aggregate  tonnage  is  estimated  at  1,404,800  compared  with  1,446,900  tons 
produced  a  year  ago.     Relatively  large  decreases  are  indicated  for  beets  and 
lima  beans,  while  moderate  declines  are  expected  for  cabbage,  celery,  lettuce  ■ 
and  tomatoes.     Increases  over  last  year  are  expected  for  snap  beans,  carrots, 
cauliflower,  cuciraibers,  eggplant,  green  peas,  green  peppers  and  spinach. 

Our  estimates  indicate  that  approximately  73,957  carloads  of  fresh  fruits 
and  vegetables  will  be  shipped  during  the  month  of  FebruEiry  1947,  compared  with 
a  revised  estimate  of  83,257  cars  in  January  1947,  and  an  increase  of  0.1  per-' 
cent  as  compared  with  the  73,924  cars  shipped  during  February  1946, 

Caifload  shipments  of  fresh -fruits  and- vegetables  to  originate  in  .the  Eorth 
Pacific  Region  during  February  1947,  have  been  estimated  to  reach  approximately 
9,910.     Those  that  will  move  in  volumie  are  shown  below: 


Commodity 

Apples 
Oni  ons 
Pears 
Potatoes 

Turnips  &  -Rutabagas 


Estimated  carloads 
Washington        Oregon  Idaho 


3,200 

130 
100 
30 


300 
90 
530 
900 


20 
60 

4,500 


Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  estimated  to  move  in  voluine  in  carload  lots 
from  the  South  Pacific  Region  during  February  1947,  are  as  follows: 


'  \         South  Pacific  Region 

Estiiratod  carloads 
Commodity  California  Arizona 


Carrots 

1,180 

500 

Cauliflower 

1,000 

460 

Celery 

590 

10 

Broccoli 

170 

110 

Cabbage 

380 

220 

Grepefruit 

60 

300 

Lemons 

975 

5 

Lettuce  &  Romaine 

4,500 

1,350 

Mixed  Vegetables 

1,250 

750 

Oranges  &  Satsumas 

3,900 

50 

Peas,  green 

100 

Potatoes           •          ■  •  • 

750 

Total  estimated  rail  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  sjid  vegetables  to  originate 
in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region  during  February  1947  vdll  aggregate  1,945  carlocds. 
Of  this  total  about  77  percent  are  estimated  to  move  from  Colorado.     The  potato 
shipments  are  estimated  to  be  as  follows:     Colorado,  1,480  carloads;  Wyoming, 
300  carloads;  Utah,  150  carloads,  and  l/ontana,  100  carloads.     Colorado  is  also 
expected  to  ship  100  cars  of  mixed  vegetables  and  80  cc rs  of  onions. 

Carload  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  i.nd  vegetables  to  originate  in  the  North 
Centrrl  Region  during  February  1947,  are  estimated  to  be  4,885.     More  than  96 
percent  of  these  movements  are  estimated  to  consist  of  potatoes.     These  j>otat  < 
shipments'  are  expected  to  originate  as  follov/s:  1,800  cars  from  North  Dakoto; 
1,500  cars  fromm  Minnesota;  1,200  cars  from  Nebraska;  200  cars  from  South  Dakota, 
and  20  cars  from  Iowa.     The  only  oth^r  important  shipments  vdll  be  approximately 
100  cars  of  onions  from  Mirjnesota, 

Principel  carload  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetable s  to  originate  in 
the  Southv/cs tern  Region  (excluding  Texas)  during  the  month  of  Feoruary  1947  will 
total  about  570.     Those  to  move  in  volume  are  estimated  to  be  500  cars  of  sweet- 
potatoes  and  30  cars  of  mixed  vegetrbles  from  Louisiejna, 

The  estimated  cerload  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  to  originate 
in  the  Great'Lskes  Region  during  the 'month  of  February  1947  will  approximate 
1,030.     The  principal  movements  are  listed  below  by  commodities  and  Stctes: 


Great  Lakes  Region 

Commodity                                     Illinois  Indicna  Ohio  Michig_an_  Ydsconsin 

Apples                                                  20  10            -  15        •  - 

Cabbage'                                               -  -  '         -  -  20 

Onions                                                  5  5  50  230C  30 

Potatoes                                                -  -            5  300  300 


Shipments  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  to  originate  in  the  Nev/  England- 
Region  during  February  1947  should  approximate  6,345  carloads.     Theso  will  con- 
sist chiefly  of  potato  shipments  as  follows:  6,000  cars  from  Maine;  I60  cars  from 
'Cbnne-etdcut ; ,  155,;^ars  from  Mass -ichusettE,  and  20  :!ars  from  Rhode  Island. 

Carload  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  to  originate  in  the  Middle 
Atlantic  States  during  February  1947  have  been  estimated  to  total  around  1,695. 
About  91  percent  of  these  carload  movemerts  are  expect'od  to  originate  in  New 
York  State.     The  balance  mil  be  distributed  throughout  the  States  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvaria  end  West  Virginia  and  will  consist  of  sweetpotato,  potato,  onion  ani 
apple  shipments  as  follows:     for  sweetpotf toes.  New  Jersey  50  carloads;  for  apples 
Pennsylvania  25  cerloads  and  West  Virginia  30  cerloads;  for  onions  Pennsylvania 
40  carlofds.     The  principal  movements  from  New  York  State  follow: 


'ommodit  y 


Estimated  carloads 
New  "^ork  State 


Carrots 
Cabbage 
Onions 
Potatoes 


220 
180 
720 
400 


Principal  carload  shipments  to  originat  in  the  Southern  Region  (excluding 
Florida)  during  February  19.47,  are  estimated  to  be  as  follows: 

Southern  Region 


Commodity 

Apple  s 
Broccoli 
Cab  D  age 

Greens  (except  Spinach) 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Spinach 

Swe  9  tpo  ta  toe  s 


Estimated  carloads 
Georp-ia  South  Carolina  Virg_ini_a_ 


60 
80 


10 
40' 
5 
20 

65 


70 


115 


In  addition  to  the  above  ^0  cars  of  sweetpotatoes  are  expected  to  originate 
in  North  Carolina  and  30  cars  in  Tennessee. 
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Importrnt  carload  shipments  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  to  originate  in 
Texas  and  Florida  during  February  1947  are  estimated  as  follows: 


Estimated  carloads 
Commodity  Texas  Florida 


Berns,  snap  &  lima 

- 

720 

Carrots 

770 

35 

Celery 

2,380 

Beats 

60 

Broccoli 

50 

10 

Cabbage 

1,200 

1,095 

Escarole 

110 

Grapefruit 

3,675 

1,500 

Mixed  Citrus  Fruit 

700 

2,000 

Mixed  Vegetables 

2,100 

1,220 

Or&nges  &  Batsumas 

530 

5,900 

Peppers,  green 

170 

Potatoe  s 

625 

Spinach 

1,300 

Svreetpotatoe  s 

50 

10 

Trngerines 

800 

Tomatoes 

1,000 

1 
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